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Welcome to European History!  In this course we seek to understand the origins of the social institutions, 

political philosophies, religious beliefs and lifestyle realities of contemporary Europe and (by extension) 

of the United States.  The course itself examines in detail the time period of the Renaissance through the 

fall of Communism, but to understand the events of the 14th century it is important to have a general 

conceptual framework of the previous 12 centuries.  Your summer readings will highlight the background 

to European life up to the Renaissance.   

 

As preparation for the course, please do some research on your own addressing the subjects listed below.  

You will find your textbook very helpful, but encyclopedias, research magazines and scholarly internet 

sites will also provide good information.  You should read through and be familiar with pages 134 

through 324 of the Spielvogel textbook, the decline of the Roman Republic up to the Renaissance.  The 

essay on the Middle Ages you will write during the first three weeks of school. 

 

Type out your response to the prompts, and be prepared to submit both essays on the SECOND day of 

school in the fall.  (Extra credit for those who submit the essays a day early!) There is no set length for 

either of the essays, but a thorough response will probably require 4 to 5 pages for each topic.  Please 

include the bibliographic information using the Chicago Style for all the resources that you consult in the 

preparation of each essay.  It is expected that you will take this assignment seriously, since it is your 

preparation for the course.  The essays will count as a major part of your 1st marking period grade. 

 
I. What are the major contributions of the Roman Empire to the Modern World?  Make specific mention of 

the religious, linguistic and philosophical impact of this ancient empire.  (For the purposes of this course, 

we can speak of the Roman Empire and include the cultural aspects of the both the Roman Republic and 

Imperial periods.) 

 

II. Discuss the role of the Roman Catholic Church in terms of its impact on Medieval society.  Address not 

only the religious nature, but also the shaping of philosophy, education, politics and humanitarian 

endeavors.  Include a brief explanation of the organizational structure of the church, touching on all the 

major positions of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 

 

III. Extra Credit Essay:  How did we get our current method of keeping time?  Discuss the development of the 

calendar, a “year,” the months, the “week” and the days of the week.  Also address the origins of the 

concept of “hours” and “minutes” if you can find the history of both.      
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